


Vol. XVII JUNE 1953 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Important Monthly Indicators- - - 2 New Business Incorporations in the U. S. 


Bank Clearings—Individual Cities -— - 2 Failures by Industrial Groups - -— - 
Bank Clearings—Monthly—Daily Average Failures by Size of Liabilities -— - 
—Outside New York City- - - Failures by Divisions of Industry - 
Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures in Large Cities - - - 
United States Failures by States’ - 
Canadian Failures by Provinces’ - 
Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of 
De 6s ce te ee 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts- — - 


Failures . rn i ‘ ‘ 
U.S. Wholesale Price Index - - 
U.S. Consumer Price Index - - 


www WN 


Foreign Wholesale Price Indexes - 
Wholesale Food Price Index - - 
Daily Wholesale Price Index : 
Building Permit Values for 215 Cities 


Dun's Failure Index - - - - - 
Regional Trade Barometers and Sum- 


> 
Mm Aw w 


Building Permit Values for 120 Cities maries of Trade Activity - - 10-11-12 


Dun’s Statistica Review contains the statistical activity than the summaries published in Dun’s 
data and regional trade barometer information Review. . . . The subscription price for Dun’s 
traditionally compiled by the staff of Dun’s Re- StatistTicaL Review is $2 a year in the United 
view. It is published for those who need a more States; $2.50 in other countries. ... Copyright 1953 
detailed breakdown of these measures of business Dun & Brapstreet, Inc. . .. Printed in U.S. A. 


Cnblshed monthly by 


DUN §¢- BRADSTREET, inc. 


99 CHURCH STREET NEW YORK 8, N. Y. 





































































































I nt Monthly Indicators sat 7 
mporta ly Bank Clearings for Individual Cities——April 1953 and 1952 
nenéae » Apr Apr Mar (Thousands of Dollars) 
Anthracite Production (net tons).....# Apr. 1953 Apr. 1952 Change Mar. 1953 
Bituminous Coal Prod. (net tons)....+# soos BR her Aye Bos ton 
Construction Contracts ($).sececseeee ett "540 “ , - ee ee ree 2,588,853 2,442,966 + 6.0 2,073,994 
Copper Production ret. tnet tons)... 197419542 1,507,517 35987,308 UES BES IPRS Gao 26058 4,769,000 4,739,000 + 0.6 5°075,000 
Copper Deliveries ret. (net tons) a; ive ee op 0 Sue 112,016 BESTOW ess ve cenks ts S00, 134 463,3'0 + 7.9 "548, 448 
Mepenetat Beaiectioe tae? tene2 eda: 142,282 107,355 133,462 Pittsburghessereees 1,696,132 1,678,090 + |. 1,787,491 
Moweerte? Sbtemente tent seee} oT OSTS 568,510 566,002 576,187 Cleveland... reese oe 2,040,133 1,814,604 + 12.4 9° 049.895 
Saves Yare Belieertes Saainde tocecacst 587,893 562,268 536,017 Cincinnaticcccceees 1,066,055 931.776 + tae 1 101.967 
ciect Sean’ Pankentiak past Sent... Raa ee Sao BOL imeresnssrerees 1p DOS 9 808 1,172,051 + 11.4 1,372,491 
Zinc Production (net tons).-.ses+-++++ 800546 83,011 83, 485 i so gh ion 543 600 gE ago 
Zinc Shipments (net tons ).sseceesecees 86.156 85599 77° 9085 nb Peart aspapaitona 1,363,600 1,324,600 * se 1,491,100 
, , , rad + PONS cccceces 677,266 664,411 > | 20 745,439 
wae ae aR Chicege ee P wet oar : ge od o: (Ret 520,117 
x , C secccscesers ‘ ‘ 5 + 11.9 4,283,13 
1953 1952 1953 5 ap ib lab hebea 2,711,260 2,122,936 + 27.7 2953064 
a sal dia ° UIScccccccees 1,381,444 1.99 : 
Mig. Pap tts -nangcagiel oe 242.0 221.0 240.0 Lovisvillesssceeee "265,756 iets at helene 
eeeee -49= 6 104.7 111.0 Minneapolis......-. 1.279, ; : ° 
Mtge Payrolls (BLS).-.++.+.1947-49=100 152.0 132.5 149.2 Kansas City.. a es ie RI BR or ty 
Cement Production (barreis) tt ¢ pees 1,934, 422 1,453,937 + 369 1,660,837 
Cement Shipments (barrels) Meret * ones wees 17,325 Omahassscccreserees 637,696 591,983 o> Pan "697,656 
Se aanatae PebennbGae “ndba 2 gaara tee 20,813 15,993 14,155 BONUGP cciecsccvece Re 606 , 923 574,183 eS 661.225 
Cigarette Production (units}..+++++++t 34,500 29,552 31,881 MMEicetanicscons 1,528,934 1,450,191 + 504 1.597.017 
Cotton Consumption (bales).. tendbhy: tn Bes O77? 6, 132 HOUSE TORecerececes “e 1,344,190 1,278,001 + §.2 1,440,157 
Sipe pene halhiendpes ter eeee DRO HERES of 735,251 765,778 Sen Frencisco...... 2,396,554 2,238,699 + 7.1 2,475,091 
parm eaten de agent eel : paket 42,993 38,568 39,165 Portland, Ore...«+-. 732,969 713,122 + 2.8 "278.354 
land Shigeedte Sent tone dessccssso..s- 9a’ et ser ter art arta hs ech biatch 709,73! 677,637 + 4.7 759,653 
Motor Vehicles Fac tory Sales U S 700.6 S 482. . , 7 
» f o Seeve 6 2,973 583,001 Tot iti 
te iron Production (net tons)...+--. -@ 6,677 6,300 5,882 ‘nag 9 nae 39° 190/130 39°942 860 6 ai aun’ pes 
- u On (units). ccceseree -# 9,407 7 a as 
Tires = Shipments (units)...e-eeees -+@ 8,255 6134 7043 Behan Phe ia eee ee pita: Prarereeer 
/% , 
Feb. Feb. Jan. 
1953 1952 1953 Bank Cleari 
. an arin ivi iti 
Gasoline Production (barretis)...seees » 96,796 92,269 107,413 gs for Individual Cities— 4 Months 1953 and 1952 
Petroleum Production (berreis).....- -# 183,736 184,654 903,214 (Thousands of Dollars) 
Petroleum Consumption (barreis).....- + 195,133 193,524 213,288 
Woo! Consumption (pounds).eseseeceeees a 43,300 38, 500 43,100 7 Seesne 4 Months 4 Months 
1953 1952 Change 1951 
Bos ton..... eecsece 9.338.205 9.5 : 
Apr. Apr. Mar Phil Pett b-+-o 94594, 569 - 2.3 9,851,042 
FINANCIAL: . ° rs iladetphia....ee- 18,490,000 18.688 ) iw ' 
. 1953 1952 1953 Buttalo.....+- . 27013. 109 4464 + Mes ge ee 
Pittsburgh.. ’ «6 9 7 , 
Bank Debits, Tot » Sy aw? , ’ 7  wartaeneey: 6,718,923 6 
ot Sc Sak epeeammse lie Ale Iai lim =n “Sa raos'ony  Sigenreas 3 fra Sgyeeh 
Bank Debits, Outside N.¥.C < tyhleteae oe ane (os 23,898 Coweta €8 6 ow 6 000.0% 4,137,044 3.722.418 + the 5° 993°377 
Soe rer res ueaee Sid Ge Stennses t 93,» 604 84,400 99,613 hat dteieP Ra co ceeeek s 5,060,731 4,589,326 + 10.3 4° 5007238 
Rou Mdina Baek Mad C8)... oe 57170 en gghe tg seesecssees 2,907,088 2,670,997 + 8.8 2,543,457 
Bond Sales Municipal cee dcarpiedst 9 * 00% 2° bat 1p Deli clit 55 459,200 5 5 289,600 ae 5,024, 700 
chre ipa abe ($) ee = “ae aan 456,005 433,142 New Orleans....eee- ,»771,478 27658 999 + : 2 Sect 
Lite Insurance Riles BOK. coc anckenaeell 3°235 we watees ented sree eeeees 2,000,824 1,896,854 + 5.5 aaa. S87 
J a c Cc c fal i = 
Stock Sales N.Y. stock Ex (shares}...# 34,370 28,963 42, 472 cnocats. CD teh 19,915,052 =: 14,623,825 + 8.8 15,159,245 
Stock Sales Am. Stock Ex. (shares)... .# 9,020 14,450 14,020 2 gt ae aibeets - 10,780,025 8,962,526 + 20.3. 8,824,256 
pet bee + papel 92510,849 5,182,833 + 6.3 5,537,196 
Mer Mar. Feb. cetieaaie ‘is be pate ; 29913944 2,608,848 © te? 2,548,238 
1953 1952 1953 rage ty ts ose eeee . 99 163,731 4,972,247 + 3.9 5,114,687 
cro Chtweccccce ° 6,170,942 6,016, 433 + 2.6 6,287,754 
senenesee Exports Us. Se ($b. ceeees # |,377,800 1,446,900 1,195,900 sates Sapseeriaies . sg tig te gp ting - 1.1 2,605,511 
erchandise imports U. Ss. ($)...66-- .# §,004,200 963 , 900 a. MRR tn rer dl 2,316,40 + 2.1 2,267,035 
Reilway Earnings, Gross ($)eeeeseeeees +t 919,617 875,588 812.968 eh Serrrrr re ee abhi gb sot Srpig dt ane 5, 486,337 
p an . A 4 : 0) a 4 a eevee eeerese >» 40 2? 5 fet ss + ye o 
Eye Earninge net inex alter chorges (ict 724000 $2,000 571000 San Franciscans. pee fee soo eae 
ee eee Leen wee ene ee Sees “9 ~ , < 2 P oT. f R ft 2) i. a ° ’ 
pte -~ Wholesaie ($)...... Seeseocese t 8,966 8,108 8. 195 eet ee Se eae afore ake eng + ? 4.6 2,631,476 
betes = Ronetestur tog +9 PAeernee enn t er 23,205 24,184 a Se ltee¥e! aE 2,665,246 
nventories - Retai (Sd cccecscoewes t zl, 21,228 20,738 ( meat a 2oO% —? 
Inventories = Wholesale ($).....20e06 t 10,432 10,298 10,255 ne Mya CENT ES ecee Pegged ate 137,522,447 uel 136,728,134 
ee ane a egge ig (Sb cesses 44,259 43,732 a MS a lk alsa ts ng : 93,859,944 152,570,282 + Q.8 147,770,586 
ed. (tf) 000,000 Omi tted. ike ; 
. Tote! 25 Cities.... 298,372,742 290,092,729 + 2.9 284,498,720 
Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly—1950 to Date 
(Millions of Dollars) 
otal 25 United States Cities Daily Average Bank Clearings Total 24 Cities Excluding N. Y. C. 
1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 195% 1951 1950 
2 : ? St 50 1953 1952 1951 1950 
Januaryeseees : 76,079 75,546 77.220 59.964 9.99 ’ 10.0 > 205 
February..+++. 66.007 97 oor c of 2,926.1 2,905.¢ 2,770.0 2,398.5 36,998 36,386 37,297 27.932 
+, V 66,971 61,086 592,676 3 00.3 9.911.8 IVE 9 : ~ > Og . i eh 
March 7 oc 7 nes ’ ao 6.6 2,394.4 32,10 32,287 30 26 14,425 
Marcher sss see. 80,149 73,416 = 76,725 = 63, S08 3°082.7 2,823.7 2,841.7 2,352.2 38,460 34,633 35,743 29,616 
May ede ene 16,137 74,160 69, 468 55,683 2,928.3 2,852.3 2,778.3 2,227.3 36,947 34,217 33,563 267267 
Voocoscvcecs wees 70,656 69,020 61,357 717.5 654.6 259.9 sy 09° 6 ne £0 
. _— lw ees éy/1/e5 2,654.6 [2st 8=€=6©—“‘(CéCs 33.547 “s ‘9 
yt seeveess . . Senge toe 69,835 64,094 = seeee °° 3,034.3 1,665.9 9,465.5  sacnee 14,833 4 = hgh 
Rian tevscen oe isa a. ooo er |. eee, 2,927.7 2,660.2 2,407.8  — seseee 34,612 32,320 + - 29,660 
Sp pth Bie.’ oO ., qr eas 79° 770 66, 76% 69,600 ** . 2, 49% Pe | 2,472.7 2,57 eS eecne 31,879 33 543 39.529 
ecco. = teauees on 20% oe, ive = 0, 8 coseees 2,91142 2,674.7 2,656.4 ka 35,747 31,837 31,987 
Oc tober. +--+. see 0,325 74,340 69,999 ww oe ws «3,089.4 2,859.2 2,800.0 a> eon: See: ae 
: st 5ee6ee sees 66,862 69,108 66,676 j= —§ eescce - 3,039.2 3,004.7 2,778.2 33.621 34.951 yp 
ecembefcceccss i sees . 84,8232 82 a ¢ . Ot Sah ha ’ 
,8 76,258 71,821 tities ,262-8 3,050.3 2,872.8 ca 39,908 34.683 33,063 
Total. e+e Yi...” Lae eae . 882 33 » S IRS J 5 q 
cS ae a eee 2,914.0 2,785.7 2,524.2 wees 420,611 408,743 362,676 
Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
Current Liabilities (O00 Omitted) Totel Liabilities {000 Omitted) 
c ) - \ .c- - 
1953 1952 195! 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 
JSONUST Ys we eeeee 647 671 775 844 23.309 94.905 ¢ . 9 5 ‘ 

Februaryessees 691 619 599 81 | ete arte hare cern eet: ventas $21,912 $26,556 
Marveh<scetor2es 739 71° 732 8R4 31 O8: 4, sell fé9 10 9222 ,024 16,414 92.585 
= »UB2 29,232 17,652 27,900 31,584 96 a” 
Apri | Figen ae 693 780 693 806 27,520 29,530 17,064 21,250 se ise anaes Hees 21° S00 

. “ese ee ee eee SS ‘oe. . Oo = ’ ol es = > ~ v4 ~ ) 
Peaeeehenesons > ae 738 874 a eeee 21,193 23,504 22,672 aoe 21,209 23,64) 22,856 
Julyoccccveces 580 5 O4 DSR et Ah t ph. $8,072 vere 21,537 23,143 23 ,08S 
Augus tesseeeees — cO4 = _— sweees 22,789 21,088 19,538 coves 22,973 21,532 19.538 
See ea . 396 678 ee: > : geeeae 16,322 26,417 18,448 keewd 16,672 26,528 18.717 
wee geen 539 620 O48 wees ‘ 20,138 26,643 ame. << 0 Ge 20,178 ane +t 

oéeeee , oe 631 643 ., ar Tee 35,049 29,742 16,649 a 5 HOC am tae ee 
Novembefre.eses 590 Sa7 ‘ . sie ge 35,299 30,122 16 708 
neuer maha , $9¢ $87 683 eens 18,757 17,567 18,864 ait 18,859 17,592 18°904 
2 ae 23, 400 19,403 21,044 waitice 23,775 19,403 21,044 
Totaleceooesece *“*-e 7 611 8,058 9 162 283 
. . cocoeceo§ $803,394 $250,347 §848,.243 j jj seccse $236,098 $262,821 $255,057 





$248,243 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—195! to Date 
























































BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 1953 1952 1951 
UNITED STATES DEPAKTMENT OF LABOR JORe Vecesc $6.64 JSORe Zeocce $6.93 
Janse BGeoces $6.23 Jane Becees 6.61 JOGe Deeoces 7.02 
INDEX OF WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES (REVISED) 1947-49=100 Jan. 13. 6.25 dOQe USccecc 6.57 Jane 1Geeee 7.04 
Jane Wuecse 6.25 JSOMe QQeeee 6.60 Jan. 23.. 7.08 
Apr. Mers Feb. Apr. Jane Qraeoee 6.22 Jane Beee 6.61 Jan. 30... 7.17 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Febse Jusese 6.13 Febe Scccce 6.6! Feb. Gece 7.2! 
Group: ps Feb. 10.... 6.19 Feb. 12.... 6.57 feb. 13... 7.25 
Feb. I7.eee 6.20 Feb. 19..ee 6.60 Feb. 20...- 7.31 
ALL COMMODITIES -ccccccccccsescesese ooee 109.4 110.0 109.6 111.8 Feb. 24...-. 6.21 Feb. 26.06% 6.58 Febe 27J.ee- 7.25 
Mar. 3.. . 6.28 Mare 4eeeee 6.56 Mar. Geeees 7,27 
Mar Weeecs 6.28 Mare. Ileees 6.58 Mar. bdeeas 7.27 
Faem Braductacccoesccoccecoceseessvevas 97.5 99.8 97.9 108.7 Mar. IJecee 6.42 Mar. 18... 6.54 Mer. 20.... 7.23 
Processed FoodSeccccccccccccecscecessse 103.2 104.1 105.2 108.0 Mar. 24... 6.41 Mar. 25.6. 6.48 Mar. 27? .-es 7.21 
All Commodities Other Than Mar. 31... 6.32 Apre leeces 6.40 Apr. Jesees 7.15 
Farm Products and FoodS-..cceces ee 113.3 113.4 113.1 113.3 Aor. Veceece 6.32 Aor. Becces 6.37 Apr 10... 7.%5 
Textile Products and Appare!..-.ceeess 97.4 97.5 98.5 99.9 Apr. l4e.ee. 6.35 Apr. ISeee- 6.37 Apr. IJeeee 7.13 
Hides, Skins & Leather Products..... ‘ 97.8 98. 98.0 94.1 Apr. 2le-es 6.38 Apr. 22.. 6.31 Apr. 24. 7.16 
Fuel, Power & Lighting Materials...«-.- 107.7 108.4 108.1 106.3 Apr. 28...-. 6.42 Apr. 29.6. 6.33 May l.«-ees 7.14 
Chemicals and Allied Products..ccecees 105.5 104.2 103.6 104.8 Mey 5.. . 6.43 May Geeees e 6.36 May 8..<«««- 7.18 
Metals and Metal Products..cccssevecs 125.0 125.5 24.6 122.5 May I2e.ee6 6.42 May IJ..e4- 6.38 May |S... 7.18 
Machinery and Motive Productsesccccees 122.0 121.8 121.6 121.6 Mew t9ceccece 6.47 May 20.-.<--. 6.48 May 22.<e«- 7.17 
Furniture, Other Household Ourables.. 114.0 113.1 112.9 12.1 May 26... see May 27.ceee 6.45 May 29...<-. 7.16 
Non-Metallic Minerals - Structural... 116.8 15.1 114.6 112.8 June Qeeees ence June Jeceee 6.43 June S.cees 7.08 
Rubber end Products cccccccccccccceces 124.7 125.7 126.2 140.6 JUNE Deoses eeee June 10.... 6.45 June l2.ec- 7.07 
Lumber and Products -.ccccccvcscsessces 121.9 321.7 21.1 120.9 June 16.... eevee June I7Jecee 6.4! June 19..6. 7.07 
Pulp, Paper and Allied Products...e--. 115.3 85.8 115.3 117.4 June 23. : cece June 24.... 6.39 June 26.4... 7.02 
Tobacco Mires. & Bottle Beverages.... 114.8 114.8 (Utt.9 10.8 June 30 . secs duty teocee 6.45 July Jeccee 7.00 
Miscellan€ouSeccccccccecscceccceceves 98.5 101.7 101.2 109.5 duly Teccce eece July Becees 6.51 July lO.ee- 6.92 
July t4ecee _ July tS... 6.6! July IJeeee 6.88 
July Qleecee eece July 2Q2eees 6.59 July 24...4-. 6.90 
July 28. ° eeee July 29...--. 6.63 July gleese 6.91 
Auge Geeees eee Auge Seeeee 6.65 Auge Jesees 6.95 
’ — Se Auge Il. e eeear Auge IQeecs 6.66 Auge |4eeee 6.94 
United States Consumer Price Index (Cost of Living) Bn Mdean oan hace Giessen fone Sbecs.. ae 
Auge 25.--++- cess Auge 26.4. 6.70 Aug- 28...- 6.89 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS Sept. |. owee Sept. Qeees 6.70 Seat. Secece 6.82 
Sept. 8... eee Septe Deees 6.60 Sept. Il... 6.79 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Sept. 15... es Sept. 16... 6.49 Sept. 8... 6.77 
Sept. 22... cece Sept. 23... 6.45 Sept. 25... 6.78 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX Sept. 29... TTT Sept. 30... 6.43 Oct. Qecess 6.79 
Get. Geeocve eee Osts Pecos 6.44 Gets Deoces 6.79 
‘ kKevised Series: 1947-49 = 100 Oct iZevc cece Get. t6ecece 6.38 Oct. 16... 6.77 
Oct. 2ZOeece sees Oct. Bees 6.34 Oct. 23. 6.69 
Apr. Mer Feb. Apr. Oct. 27.. ee Oct. Bocce 6.33 Oct. 30.. 6.65 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Nove Jeocee ee Nov. 4eecee 6.30 Nove Geecee 6.64 
sFOUD: No v 10... ° Nove tleecece 6.30 Nov. !3.. 6.67 
Nov 17. sese Nov. 18..6. 6.27 Nov. 20...-. 6.68 
A FERBccceeseeevessecsoeceeesvessesees 113.7 113.6 113.4 132.9 Nove 24ecec . . Nov. 25 . 6.23 Nov. 27 ° 6.71 
Dece leccce eees Dec. Qevees 6.22 Dec. 4eee8. 6.68 
Dec. Bocce ees Dec. Deoeee 6.15 Bees Ibeeces 6.69 
POSRi sect sceeeeeeesesoweseoeteceseeseeouws . te8eS T3007 114.5 113.9 Dec 1Secc ee Dec. IGeeee 6.11 Dec. 18.. 6.63 
HOUSINgeccsrccccscccecsseseeesesesessens 117.0 816.8 116.6 1414.0 Dece 22eeee secs Dece Q2Jeeee 6.15 Dec. 25 6.64 
AmBOF Soccer es ecseseseeorecessecegesevese 104.6 104.7 104.6 106.0 Dec. 29.. eee Dec. 30.ec. 6.16 
Trensoor tationecccccccccccseccecs eveevbe 129.4 129.3 129.1 124.8 
Madiecat Careccecctosvude'e ev eeeseeceeuw eee 120.2 119.5 119.3 115.9 Average..-- gaa $6.46 $6.97 
Personal ee eS Pe Ee ee Te eS eT ee 132-5 112.4 (82.5 $tbea 
Reading and RECreatlONnecesceseceeeesess 107.9 107.7 107.5 106.2 Notes The Wholesale food Price Index represents the sum totel of 
Other Goods and Services... ccccscccsecs pteven.. F075 115.8 115.2 the price per pound of 3! ftoodstutts in general use. 
Daily Wholesale Price Index of 30 Basic Commodities 
Compiled by Dun & Bradstreet, Iinc., trom wholesale quotations 
furnished by the United Press Associations. (1930-32=100) 
: . . May Aor. Mer. Feb. Jan 
United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers 1983 1953 1953 1953 1953 
Base Mar. Feb. Jan. Dec. Mar leteoectes 277.62 NS ee a aS 
4 Year 1953 1953 1953 1952 1952 Mien tpaticnd at 280.48 281.01 279.07 282.08 
Naraee Rens Dane 281.16 278.63 Seca 
ui. Se AG Le. Sede eee 1947-49 110.0 109.6 109.9 109.6 112.3 Gecccces 278.53 +. 281.05 278.81 Peccece 
ee) 1935-39 221.9 220.9 221.5 221.1 230.7 Se cccoes 279.19 Povcce 281.08 279.20 281.80 
eh See ee 1948 236.0 242.0 243.0 242.0 254.0 Gecccces 278.03 280.07 281.02 278.36 280.90 
ih .ncenncmaien snl 1948 137.0 137.0 138.0 139.0 148.0 Dis alate 277.89 280.05 Slag ° dats 281.06 
Dominican Republicesee-. 1948 94.0 93.0 94.0 94.0 93.0 Bewececss 278.41 280.40 Peccee Reece 280.91 
Piwteeheccsccteooesseves 1948 161.0 162.0 162.0 162.0 170.0 Doccoves Ovcesse 280.33 281.10 276.43 279.87 
DON iin sod: aig meiaine 1949 140.0 139.0 141.0 140.0 149.0 ER Rene 280.35 281.23 276.55 Dekine 
wee temelGc cvcesscowwrseuse 1348 110.0 109.0 Erm: 110.0 109.0 becceese 278.68 Pecces 281.6 276.78 Pece 
PRRs cs céteos ce eeeneans 1948 105.0 104.0 103.0 102.0 103.0 SB cccece 278.24 Poccece 282.72 ee 978.54 
eS CE ATE LTE AD 1948 148.0 148.¢ 149.0 151.0 155.0 | ei 278.54 279.41 283.39 277.17 278.24 
ds ERE EET TC CE ETS 1948 152.0 52.0 153.0 155.0 149.0 $Govsctser 279.45 279.37 Bececce Pees 279.38 
alah, (LL SEERET CLE Te 1949 101.0 101.0 102.0 100.0 100.0 Secceces 279.70 279.51 Beeese feeece 279.4 
DORE R ec 6 see Feb e+e HOSE 1948 141.0 141.0 142.0 143.0 150.0 $Gecceeee Deccee 278.68 283.81 277.87 279.10 
See COOt téendasscencwee 6608 1948 99.9 99.0 99.0 100.0 103.0 SFewoveses Peccece 278.77 283.37 278.16 a 
Ue Ke (Bde Of Teredevese 1948 148.0 148.0 150.¢ 149.0 52.0 IBeccecs . 279.35 Beecece 283.68 278.34 Pee 
Ue. Ke lEconomist).ccees 1948 137.0 136.0 136.C¢ 137.0 140.0 1s cecces 279.15 Reccce 283.50 278.82 279. ol 
GGceccece 279.29 278.75 282.97 279.61 279.58 
Feb Jan Dec. Nov. Feb. Ob ccecece ‘ 278.87 278.49 *. . Seeeoce 279.30 
1953 1953 1952 1952 1952 BBcecceecs 278.24 278.75 ee Seance 279.28 
QJ ececcece Beeovece 278.77 281.71 Beecces 279.44 
Avs treliaccccecessoveces 1948 185.0 186.0 187.0 184.0 178.0 | as Sincex 280.49 282.06 279.53 RE 
esd awenhaminaewa 1948 108.0 109.0 110.0 111.0 121.0 Tienes ees saheen Disietintcn 281.40 279.77 Ditiens 
Sei keregoueseesabaane 1948 184.0 181.0 178.0 178.0 169.0 tne cn semen ene 281.44 281.07 279.09 
Coste Bic@ccceccccveeee 1948 100.0 101.0 101.0 101.0 106.0 ere oweene 279.64 281.58 281.20 2979.32 
FETMONVccccccccecsecess 1948 119.0 119.0 120.0 120.0 122.0 TERE inhiie’ 2978.97 eae Sepa 279.59 
WSSERe ccccccsceeceveuss 1948 120.0 121.0 120.0 120.0 124.0 Seéetovecoe 4 »¢6se¢6¢ 278.48 Pecece 279.11 
i telyeccecccccceseesees 1948 96.0 97.0 97.0 97.0 99.0 RR . secbiau 278.4) 280.58 279.02 
SUBSE ccececesreessee ase 1948 274.0 272.0 268.0 268.0 279.0 See 279.89 ” UT eae 
LODORONs cc cccccoseocess 1948 81.0 81.0 2.0 83.0 92.0 
Mebebets b6.cc0ccxsceens 1948 157.0 156.0 156.0 153.0 147.0 woe Vee Ome 19) Suadey 
Netherlands ccccccoceces 1948 136.0 137.0 139.0 138.0 145.0 High l ow 
4 Lb PERERULETEER CTL TT 1948 oven coos 198.0 197.0 196.0 
Por tugal.cccccccveceee:s 1948 121.0 122.0 122.0 119.0 118.0 1PSZccecce eececece Sesees Meee CO cocccoese 276.43 Feb. 9 
Se hic cs co veseeeieetar 1948 171.0 169.0 169.0 168.0 163.0 1958 cece. eevces 208.99 Jesse G csvcces 280.05 Dec. 17 
TUCKEY ec coccceccoeccoses 1948 cece 106.0 105.0 105.0 106.0 | a ee Fa) SS 297.23 Sept. 10 
Union South Africacecces 1948 148.0 150.0 151.0 152.0 144.0 a aN 319.32 Dec. 29 co ETD 244.21 Jan. 13 
Venezuclaececcececcscess 1948 cece 101.0 100.0 99.0 100.0 94D ccccccececcs 260-80 Jege 3 # £cecccece 236.41 Aug. 16 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
April 1953 and 1952 


The tollowing table gives monthly building permit values by cities and by geographical regions. The figures represent estimated 
bullding costs under permits Issued to prospective builders within the corporate limits of the cities enumerated. They Include new 
residentia! and new non-residential buildings, as well as additions, alterations, and repeirs. Land costs are not Ineluded. The 


date are compiled trom reports furnished monthly to Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., by the building departments of the vaerltous cities. 















































April April March April Apri! March 
1953 1953 1953 1952 1953 
New England: South Atlantics 
Boston, Mass..eeeel $2,345,568 $9,256,665 $2,695,571 Asheville, Ne Cowees $478,369 $238,548 $299,312 
Bridgeport, Conn..-. 782,895 6,990,730 830,610 Atlanta, Gaswesseeees 6,838,039 3,514,287 4,442,548 
Briatetl, Ceedeccceses 285,538 173,648 224,868 Augusta, Gaecseeeees 11,230,395 242,260 343,037 
Brocktong Mass..ee-- 417,180 930,850 306,737 Baltimore, Md.-.e+-+-- 10,485,042 4,681,362 5,526,840 
Cambridg@, Mass...-- 234,705 466,330 1,608,734 Charleston, S. Cows 1,013,867 109,269 201,464 
Chelsea, Masseeeeeee 63,900 72,750 17,225 Charlotte, Ne Coseee 2,912,957 1,916,393 3,157,921 
Everett, Mass....-. , 95,785 74,020 158,040 Coral Gables, Fla... 1,027,626 780,883 1,058,080 
Fall River, Mass.... 90,900 118,760 127,025 Greensboro, Ne Coeee 1,085,653 518,229 1,121,469 
Fitchburg, Mass..... 135,471 125,623 76,014 Greenville, Se Coeee 777,250 2,344,833 457,450 
greenwich, Connesess $95,325 844,652 1,498,740 Jacksonville, Fla... 1,934,566 1,372,230 1,841,759 
Hartford, Conness.ece 1,674,792 568,650 879,435 Lynchburg, Va@eeeeees 327,015 127,725 360,840 
Haverhill, Masseseee 168,925 86,335 104,700 Macon, Gdecosvcccces 446,352 275,700 567,972 
Holyoke, MaSSeeseeee 294,150 376,235 133,080 Miami, Flaccccccccee 3,984,602 5,141,361 3,755,682 
Lawrence, Masseeee- . 117,003 92,700 54,945 Miami Beach, Fla... 1,986, 723 1,058,526 828,458 
Lowell, Mass.ececess 260,095 152,365 82,605 Norfolk, Vae.ceee- eee 1,311,300 1,659,540 4,396,625 
unm, CER one ccanees 174,700 366,145 663,570 Richmond, Vaecsceseee 1,176,795 1,736,929 1,868,256 
Manchester, Ne Hesee 794,176 524,153 550,797 Roanoke, Vasececeeees 1,159,256 673,563 1,196,489 
Meddord, MesSeeceeee 121,100 144,205 1,088,975 Savannah, Gasecereces 662,490 419,180 527,050 
New Bedtord, Mass... 201,530 292,845 306,625 Tampa, Flacssseeee ee 1,349,196 6,853,736 1,158,901 
New Britain, Conn... 393,775 335,925 348,450 Washington, D. Coe. 4,862,967 5,543,184 6,234,338 
New Heven, Conn.eeee 975,109 479,993 761,916 Winston Salem, N. C. 1,013, 160 889,206 736,588 
Newton, MasSeecesees . 707,430 836,041 519,362 
Norwalk, Connesseces 1,342,305 1,515,190 766,357 Total So. Atlantle.. $56,063,620 $40,096,944 $40,081,079 
Por tend, Messe. nee 483,777 550,528 380,993 
Providence, Re leases 485,650 72,750 790,600 East Centrals 
Quincy, MaSseseceeee 323,187 484,532 389,981 Akron, Ohlo.secceeee ° $5,504,766 $4,408,632 $5,811,150 
Salem, Mass..eceveces 249,480 292,655 218,675 Bay City, Michecsece 1,677,047 240,958 285,043 
Somerville, Mass..-e-. 33,885 84,173 73,060 Berwyn, li lsesceeeee 455,367 622,919 214,385 
Springtield, MasSece 694,192 1,654,693 807,996 Bluetield, We VGeces 235,725 82,675 139,705 
Stamtord, Conneseces 3,943,726 879,210 1,101,578 Canton, Ohlowseeees ° $22,221 473,945 1,275,801 
Weterbury, Connesess 884,550 3,796,650 1,410,100 Chicago, IIllseceeee ° 24,074,700 17,784,100 14,144,100 
West Harttord, Conn. 1,197,594 814,130 1,507,650 Cincinnati, Ohloesee 5,241,795 3,682,225 3,748,630 
Worcester, MassSe.eee 543,495 544,160 1,931,386 Clarksburg, We Vase. 133,307 102,585 79,736 
Cleveland, Ohio.w..ee 14,226,300 4,732,400 13,379,300 
Total New England... $21,111,893 $34,698,291 $22,326,400 Columbus, Ohlow.seee 4,427,310 3,442,225 4,130,350 
Dayton, Ohlowsceeeee 2,779,530 1,527,205 1,223,121 
Miadle Atlantic: Detroit, Micheccecces 25,581,425 8,636,242 12,083, 267 
Manhattanesc-cesees ‘ $15,554,800 $28,665,572 $12,608,000 East St. Louis, Itls 535,925 241,460 439,136 
a t 3, 244,850 797, 400 1,855,435 Suge ten, t8iesccese 1,026,640 291,050 965, 100 
BPOAReccccecevevcee at 4,972,150 1,951,850 8,597,400 Evansville, Inde.eee 362,099 1,038,545 324,393 
BrOAReccccccccececs t 1,369,085 406,050 1,773,475 Flint, Michewceecees 2,511,290 1,229,735 1,559,025 
Brooklynecccccecese ry 8,896,100 1,586,700 4,341,580 Fort Wayne, Indeewee 1,373,109 998,552 869,187 
Brooklyn. eccccceces t 1,654,530 2,293,060 1,387,097 Geary, Indececcccccece' 1,308,603 1,183,732 1,567,918 
QueEnSesseees ee6es a 12,401,560 14,514,701 9,208,710 Grend Rapids, Mich.. 1,027,535 619,715 619,310 
QueENnsecccscscccees t 1,625,290 1,147,795 1,916,236 Green Bay, Wisc..cee 521,125 711,015 361,043 
Richmond. cccccccece ey 737,308 1,615,225 761,125 Hammond, Indesssessee 1,464,942 1,265,321 1,016,137 
Richmondecscecececes t 222, 423 144,970 97,320 Huntington, We. Vase. 472,500 497,278 590, 609 
Indianapolis, ‘Ind... 2,257,913 2,590,099 1,314,129 
Totel Ne Y. Citys... $50,678,096 $53,233,323 $42,546,378 Lansing, Michsee.. we 5,616,583 543,720 1,076,740 
(#) New Work. Alterations. Lime, Ohle@ecccvccccce 194,850 164,025 318,025 
Louisville, Kye..eee 2,183,937 1,258,647 1,663,487 
Albany, Ne Yessceces $640,213 $650,123 $1,207,876 Medison, Wiscecerece 700,790 676,316 729,665 
Allentown, Paswesecs |, 483,640 929,250 1,399,850 Milwaukee, Wisceweee 10,453,064 6,025,122 6,955,023 
Altoona, Passssseees 169,333 160,048 193,849 Newark, Ohlowescesee 145,525 70,349 420,400 
Atlantic City, Ne Je 211,175 92,769 279,675 Oak Park, Ilis..... ° 1,099,855 197,655 177,725 
Auburis Me Vooscccce 201,800 233,140 195,500 Peorla, Viilsecccccee 1,118,699 562,494 2,290,874 
ities Diy Dae nae oe 82°604 81,675 570,873 Pontiac, Michssssees 1,362,596 495,785 375,847 
Binghamton, Ne Yeors 1,509,810 1,367,939 258,632 Quincy, Lb lseccesees 1,036,852 230,792 69,301 
Settate, Me VYoosesee 1,305,858 1,336,029 1, 762,928 Racine, Wiscesseees ° 775,782 904,592 935,920 
ee. i Ban. eswen 652,463 312,073 333,857 Rockford, Lil lse.w.seee 1,071,050 974,225 858,475 
East Orange, Ne Jee 110,077 97,835 104,850 Saginaw, Michesseeee 887,705 3,091,620 406,730 
Ritesheth. BM. Jdeccss 103,75 374,130 205,67 South Bend, Inde... 1,312,263 1,378,017 1,398,480 
Elmira, Ne Yesccsvcs 154,953 1,245,892 162,585 Springtield, Ills... 558,189 309,980 716,057 
Se ies Plic0eseoee sees 966,810 805,710 677,345 Springtield, Ohlo... 140,650 630,625 93,300 
Harrisburg, Pa..eees 410,320 190,565 692,406 Superior, Wiscesseee 142,035 151,946 137,142 
Jamestown, Ne Yesess 409,020 619,638 444,360 Terre Haute, Ind.wee 154,669 136,209 144,992 
Jersey City, Ne Jdee- 125,350 456,600 472,650 Toledo, Ohloewesccece 2,668,750 1,829, 100 2,921,290 
Lancaster, Pascoeees 307,267 203,615 340,152 Wavkegan, Iilseeeees 524,195 576,167 336,875 
Mount Vernon, Ne Ye. 3,078,529 896,711 894,692 Wheeling, We. Vasesese 246,600 381,100 379,200 
Newark, Ne Jeccccces 492,165 3,204,800 818,505 Youngs town, Ohio.wses 1,784,268 1,870,357 1,199,891 
New Brunswick, N. J. 82,730 149,920 180, 200 Zanesville, Ohlos.e. 53,152 22,150 243,375 
New Ro< helle, Ne Yor 1,175,860 412,310 2,828,038 
Niegera Falls, Ne. Y. 861,190 1,523,567 463,020 Total East Central... $131,953,233 $78,883,606 $89,989,389 
Philadelphia, Pa... 11,892,07 7,194,550 12,053,060 
Pittsburgh, Pa..eees 2,476,951 2,452,352 2,085,816 South Centrals 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y-- 564,761 223,950 218,593 Abittene, Texecssevee $304,007 $1,075,936 $1,145,870 
Reading, Passceeeeee 519,22 702,319 477,263 Amarillo, Texeesseee 2,677,589 2,815,705 2,401,681 
Rochester, Ne Yeeees 3,286,881 1,910,453 1,057,266 Austin, Texesseesees 2,677,016 3,480,458 2,472,609 
Schenectedy, N. Y.-. 1,260,314 1,580,520 218,960 Beaumont, Texesceeeee 683,641 |, 780,997 636,105 
Scranton, Paccccccce 3,064,950 85,191 1,058,138 Birmingham, Alass-ee 2,596,957 1,836,057 3,322,108 
Syracuse, Ne Yeueees 1,663,644 1,569,430 1,264,368 Chattanooga, Tenn..- 470,805 491,260 361,735 
TrOy, Ne Yoesoccvvces ° 138,02 167,526 23,800 Dallas, Tex.e.eeeee: ° 9,810,617 8,949,074 8,032,894 
Utica, Ne Yeoccccecs 288,06! 223,450 102,150 El Paso, Texecssesee 1,348,149 889,106 4,923,474 
Watertown, Ne Yeeorss 1,247,778 191,072 823,383 Fort Smith, Ark..ces 446,667 411,000 301,395 
White Plains, N. Y-- 3,255,162 481,615 720,538 Fort Worth, Texeccee 4,043,590 4,821,329 3,734,235 
Wilkes Berre, Pa.... 84,512 144,418 136, 100 Galveston, Terxesseee 775,710 147,918 124,174 
Williamsport, Pa..-. 226,939 53,143 106,498 Houston, Texececsses 11,893,364 11,622,722 10,722,484 
Wilmington, Dela... 428,346 1,467,687 455,144 Jackson, MisSeccecee 1,033,206 403,637 1,068,257 
Yonkers, Ne Yeosss o° 1,045,150 2,071,577 1,694,570 Knoxville, Tennessee 876,334 416,474 741,550 
York, Pecccccccccces 213,212 459,034 290 , 809 Little Rock, Ark.seee 961,143 918,629 631,308 
Memphis, Tenneseseoce 4,801,740 2,716,995 10,130,390 
Total Middie Atl..-. $96,869,051 $89,934,949 $79,820,352 Mobile, Alasweseeees 1,060,939 448,576 514,659 


(Continued on following page.) 
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April April March Aoril April March 
1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 
So. Cents (Cont.) Mountains 
Montgomery, Ala....- $!,026,085 $729,800 $1,070,998 Boise, Idaho......-. $639,572 $279,716 $608,315 
Muskogee, Okla...... 37,450 30,025 90,635 Butte, Mont...... see 35,650 40, 400 14,050 
Nashville, Tenn....-. 402,332 8,915,489 1,993,379 Colorado Springs, Co $19,377 537,080 546,481 
New Orleans, La...«-«- 16,327,074 3,730,898 5,594,215 Denver, Cole.sseeees 10,717,873 6,310,206 6,574,270 
Oklahoma City, Okle.. 13, 463,833 2,006,551 3,714,090 Great Falls, Mont... 273,350 662,755 229, 400 
Port Arthur, Texes.. 244,700 379,514 302,805 Ogden, Utah..seeeees 878,000 832,750 1,395,054 
San Angelo, Texas... 384,328 540,396 328,482 Phoenix, Ariz...see. 1,128,097 941,166 |, 586,160 
San Antonio, Texas.. 4,631,661 3,964,032 5,487,746 Pueblo, Col...-. eeee 1,071,252 2,939,615 889,014 
Shreveport, La...-+.+- 1,423,905 2,079,550 2,292,040 Selt Lake City, Uteh.. 1,227,218 1,353,520 1,726,722 
Tulse, Okleccccccces 1,585,250 1,093,200 1,196,050 Tucson, AriZeceecees 493,265 492,677 615,212 
eas, TesdSvecveceess 1,274,397 1,624,931 808,416 
Wichita Falls, Texas.. 548,885 1,007,357 612,411 Total Mountain...... $16,983,654 $14,389,885 $16,186,678 
Totel So. Central... $87,811,374 $69,327,616 $74,761,195 Pacifics 
Bakerstieid, Cal.... $830,782 $810,677 2,019,675 
West Central: Berkeley, Cal..-«+«- 655,998 497,796 426,733 
Ceder Rapids, lowa.. $! ,964,940 $871,625 $979,315 Beverly Hills, Cal.. 551,654 598, 293 360,863 
Davenport, lowa..... 997,258 867,289 701,60! Fresno, Ca@leccccecce 899,061 729, 298 972, 402 
Des Moines, lowa.... 1,215,403 1,41€,088 1,705,934 Glendale, Cal...eee. 1,599,511 858,612 1,615,097 
Dubuque, lowé.....-+- 390,497 316,656 196,980 Long Beach, Cal..... 7,100,635 2,745,550 7,078,085 
Duluth, Minn..«e-ees 460,497 413,033 206,210 Los Angeles, Cal.... 32,590, 429 29,586,365 66,597,944 
Fargo, Ne Deweeeuues 934,050 948,730 358,910 Oakland, Cal..wseees 2,783,668 2,679,014 3,600,256 
Kanses City, Kas.... 584,211 408,672 389,94! Pasadena, Cal...eees 1,056, 708 1,059,644 1,201,988 
Kansas City, Mo..... 4,015,000 3, 400,000 4,275,000 Portland, Ore...ee-- 4,940,080 3,556,840 4,915,025 
Lincoln, Neb.wwseecs 741,575 1,597,080 732,155 Sacramento, Cal..-e- 1,917,059 1,071,064 2,362,060: 4 
Minneapolis, Minn... 3,798,123 3,322,319 ,697,703 San Diego, Cal....-. 6,851,542 5,471,406 9,215,588 
Omahe, Neb..sseeeees 1,596,302 952,701 1,520,552 San Francisco, Cal.. 3,792,516 5,891,493 5,839,627 
St. Joseph, Mo...... 205,575 124,545 112,425 Sen Jose, Cal.....- 1,909,27 782,405 2,035,175 
St. Lewts, Meccceccece 14,029,720 1,247,138 3,354,673 Seattle, Wash....... , 104,310 3,737,420 5,637,345 
St. Paul, Minn.....-. 4,122,487 3,519,358 3,454,148 Spokane, Wash...eeee 3,558,368 2,865,75 1,983,097 
Stoux City, lowa.... 592,420 431,490 342,298 Stockton, Cal.....-. 745,473 492,119 741,637 
Stoux Falls, S. O... 533,137 662,90) 332,999 Tacoma, Wash...... - | 662, 788 - 1,228,253 1,478,034 
Topeka, Kas...seeees 535,780 430,945 1,881,680 
Wichita, Keseccccece 3,914,757 2,540,594 3,643,226 Total Pacitic....e-. $78,549,857 _ $64,662,004 $18,082,185 


Totel 


West Centrel.. 


$40,631,732 


$23,473,164 


$26,885,750 


Total 


StS Ch thesece< 





$529,974,414 





$415,466, 459 





$468, 133,028 


Building Permit Values for 215 Cities—Monthly— 1951 to Date 


Total United States - 215 Cities 




















ee ee 









































New York City Outside New York City = 214 Cities 
1953 195¢ 195! 1953 1952 1951 1953 195S2 195! 
JSONe eee $306, 568,308 $259,293 ,065 $446,86!,40) $28,765,075 $24,712,989 $51,032,885 $277,803,233 $234,580,076 $395,848,516 
Feb..es 336,391,002 315,320,902 327,241,738 27,394,212 33,765,418 24,348,571 308 , 996, 790 261,555,485 302,893,167 
Maer ..e 468,133,028 350,270,591 431,630,560 42,546,378 31,535,059 49,584,940 425,586,650 318,735,532 382,045,620 
Apr .sss 529,974,414 415,466,459 372,503,13C $0,678,096 53,123,323 27,351,774 479,296,318 362,343,136 345,151,356 
Méye+s> eeeees eeees 408,633,113 436,074,181 eeeecceses 62,146,322 62,762,259 = = = «ceccececs eee 346,486,791 373,311,922 
JUNGess ecceece ee 386,268,442 385,04! ,042 epeceesces 36,406,878 51,458,270 eeeeeeees 349,861,564 333,582,772 
Julyes. eeneocceces 441,160,921 605.371.8900 jjj§§ $$§$ cesscceser 44,945,049 45,557,765 oveee — 396,215,872 370,014,127 
Bugercss  ceoveevcees 394,624,682 437,666, 400 peeescccece 69,916,114 76,505,151 —§«_—_— www eeees : 324,708,568 361,161,249 
Sept... eoeececccseos 390,060,988 412,834,648 eeeccesees 34,304,009 23,034,632 $= cesescesece 355,756,979 387,800,01¢ 
Oeteces ececcecee 417,234,40% 367,445,621 | j = eccscvvcces 38,559,731 53.066, 760 + -- i$ sevececeoes 378,674,671 313,559,061 
Neveces ; alien aie 327,647,057 S05.306.006 jg cenecueses 39,097, 49C 50,839,436 = cvcccescess 288,549,567 235,145,558 
Dec..-+- eeeceseees 329,947,867 266,210,510  —_ sesecvsecs 32,467,886 36,829,973  __cescesececes 297,479,981! 227,380,937 
Total... ee eee eeeenee $4, 435,928,490 $4,584,466,337 eevee eeee $500,980,268 $556,572,036 “ee ee eervrnene $3,934,948,222 $4,027,894,30 
Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1940 to Date 
{index is 3-months moving averege, based on average of 1920-1930 = 100: Adjusted tor seasonal variation.) 
(Value tigures in thousands of dollars.) 
1953 1952 1951 1950 949 1948 194? 
Valve Index Valve Index Valve index Value index Valve index value index Value Index 
DONUT Yee een eens 236,100 160.8 198,149 133.4 366,023 201.% 269,459 166.5 188, 30K 126.3 233,32! 140.6 128,559 81.4 
February..ces 272,346 160.7 242,915 132.4 261,160 183.4 282,201 167.7 194,905 tU7e- 190,904 127.7 139,718 a4 
MOF Checccccece . 374,38 164.0 273,930 130, 350,142 140 y 356,918 154.8 255,523 113.0 263,664 gk Pe, 196,744 Ye 
Apel l.wseees ‘ 4 3,5 \ ere © 321,62% 123.9 289,807 134.4 355,064 1$9.8 263,047 107.7 285,763 1i2. 178 1 4¢ ; | 
MOyYecccseseceess  ceesses ease 319,919 129.2 349,188 127.5 464,053 174.5 257,321 116.4 279,26! 117.2 164,828 76.9 
SUGBcoeeeeseceseoes eee enees ** 310,627 142.7 299,21! 141.6 461,954 193.3 317,107 117.0 298,305 122.8 222,034 GOGO. 35 
July... ®eseeeeoeese8e qogeeeee8 > eeeees 356,378 146.% 333,019 147.6 418,324 195.6 240,714 124.1 274,942 129.5 222,942 100.3 
Pugustescecseeses  ceossces cece 311,909 155.0 354,223 160.1 433,953 186.4 278,762 133.2 295,797 136.5 226,908 1it.2 
SemtembeFccccese  cescsoce eee 304,21S 156.7 317,470 157.6 322,471 91.5 31,40) 147.3 284,218 134.9 245,263 119.9 
VSevebeF eaceecsese jjg§§ceseees csese0s 343,034 160.1 295,720 148.0 420,917 188.8 309,573 150.8 246,781 132.8 260 ,638 128.1 
MOVO@MOEF cccecess jjjé§ eesceese coecee 271,517 160.1 237,169 132.8 338,273 199.9 245,112 145.9 229,859 128.5 227,903 135. 
December.-ccceces ene eee #2 ## @ 268,384 154.7 201, 230 127.0 342,244 210.1 249,302 153.4 226,846 i2o. 255,387 143 
Teotelecccccccece © eveesece eee 3,922 ,.39R cecce 3,654,367 cececc 4,465,831 ..... 32431,076 cece 3,411,251 ° 2,469,870 ceccs 
1946 1945 1944 1943 1942 1941 1940 
Value index Value Index Value Index Value tndex Valve index Valve index Valve index 
JONUS Yc eeees se 165,814 101.7 37,080 28.3 27,611 20.3 24,252 16.2 $2,376 40.7 89,163 54.1 12,062 43.6 
Februaryecceuces 159,117 116.1 65,258 29.6 34,602 22.6 20,908 13.4 69,697 37.7 78,800 52.8 76,338 44.5 
Marchesesceccces 335,184 105.4 55,876 28.1 67,046 21.3 26,854 13.2 83,622 38.1 115,786 48.2 91,49)? 41.4 
Aprilwcccrcceces 197,276 98.0 50,890 22.9 36,371 19.4 39,017 14.5 91,747 32.1 115,076 48.2 97,7+3 19.4 
Ma@yecccsccescces 187,755 74.0 61,624 24.7 38,833 16.7 41,256 15.2 62,320 27.4 119,214 46.6 101,322 39.4 
SUNEcccccccecece 161,334 76.3 68,889 29.2 47,947 21.9 31,494 16.0 49,397 22.5 108,65! 51.4 92,721 41.7 
JSUlyeceeeeceeens 179,518 76.0 71,846 34.5 63,960 33.7 37,738 16.6 45,221 20.4 127,303 49.4 95,364 41.7 
AuguStecsseeeees 167,979 78.1 90,156 42.0 111,641 Sree 41,221 18.6 42,528 21.9 95,166 SO.8 91,442 45.2 
September.....-- 143,839 73.1 100,080 52.0 63,074 43.9 37,318 19.6 49,277 20.3 96,214 47.5 95,652 48.9 
October...eseee 137,278 72.0 126,912 63.4 96,185 43.3 41,658 21.0 35,472 19.7 99, 169 47.3 't1t,870 50.9 
November.csscees 130,774 71.3 134,099 78.3 87,562 39.1 40,852 21.7 28,322 17.8 5,245 45.4 85,135 52. 
December....-+%.-- 123,250 76.6 165,318 93.5 33,673 31.2 36,393 20.8 33,64! 17.2 75,256 40.4 93,342 23-6 
Fotelwcccccccess 2,088,918 . ee 1,028,028 e*e#eee 708,505 eee 418,961 . 643,62C eevee |, 196,043 “ener 1,104, 480 . ee 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1951 to Date 











1951 Total Mining $oft Wholesale Zot Retail % oft Con- % of Commercial £ ot 
Number & Mtg. Tote! Trade Total Trade Totel struction Totel Service Tote! 

JORUAT Yocccceccecocece 775 132 17.0 * 73 9.4 410 52.9 97 12.5 63 8.2 
Feber eer ye cccccccvceaces S99 107 17.9 69 11.5 304 50.8 60 10.0 59 9.8 
Marchecceccccccececcece 73% 115 15.7 88 12.0 377 51.5 83 11.4 69 9.4 
April cccccsccecscccces 693 119 17.2 76 11.0 365 52.6 61 ti.7 2 7.5 
MOVeccccsccocececccece 755 128 17.0 84 1t.f 385 51.0 94 12.4 64 6.5 
SUNEcce c'ccocccovservorves 699 129 18.4 66 9.4 390 55.8 71 10.2 43 6.2 
SUT Yoccccrccsececscoee 665 130 19.6 66 9.9 340 51.1 74 bt. 55 8.3 
August tecceccccccececes 678 136 20.1 64 9.4 333 49.1 89 13.1 56 8.3 
September..ccccsccsecs 620 150 24.2 70 11.3 277 44.7 84 13.5 39 6.3 
Oetebel cccceccescececs 643 150 23.3 47 7.3 304 47.3 65 13.2 57 8.9 
November ccccccccscesces 587 106 18.0 58 9.9 307 52.3 68 11.6 46 8.2 
December cc ccccccecscces 612 131 21.4 66 10.8 296 48.4 7 11.6 48 -8 
Totel Veer cocccccccececs 8,058 1,533 19.0 827 10.3 4,088 50.7 95 11.9 653 8.1 

1952 
JORUOE Yocccauceccocoses 671 | 43 21.3 62 9.2 348 51.9 68 10.1 50 7.5 
Februet Ye ccccccecoucee 619 133 21.5 60 9.7 304 49.1 70 11.3 52 8.4 
Marchecccccccecesesece 71¢é 148 20.7 69 9.6 371 51.9 72 10.1 55 7.7 
Aer titleccaccocceovcecces 780 171 21.9 83 10.7 375 48.1 93 11.9 58 7.4 
MOWe cccs cot ececsovvces 638 tt 17.4 59 9.2 333 §2.2 75 11.8 60 9.4 
SUNEcovccccccccecscecees 671 128 19.1 73 10.9 340 50.7 78 11.6 52 7.7 
dulwccceccseccoceseons 580 133 22.9 59 10.2 299 51.5 48 8.3 4) 7.1 
Augustervccccecsevecees 594 109 18.3 60 10.1 316 53.2 S58 9.8 SI 8.6 
September cccccccececes 539 107 19.8 58 10.8 288 53.4 50 9.3 36 6.7 
October.ccccses eeecees 631 146 23.1 54 8.6 291 46.1 88 14.0 $2 8.2 
Mevember coccccccececes 590 12 20.5 66 11.2 280 47.5 62 10.5 6| 10.3 
Decembel cccccccccceces 583 131 22.5 45 7.7 288 49.4 7 13.0 43 7.4 
Teotel Veer cccccccccces 7.611 1,581 20.8 748 9.8 3,833 50.4 838 11.0 6ll 8.0 

1953 
SORUOT Vecccevccececese 647 130 20.0 66 10.2 334 51.6 78 12.0 39 6.2 
Februer yeccccccccccces 691 132 19.1 76 11.0 348 50.4 86 12.4 49 7.1 
Marcheccecctccececececs 739 154 20.8 76 10.3 361 48.9 85 11.5 63 8.5 
Pee ilcccocceevsccesoos 693 140 20.2 75 10.8 344 49.7 86 12.4 48 6.9 
MO@Ycccccccceccceceeser ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee °° 
SPUNEcccevesseseeseseees . ° . ee . ee ee e* 
JUG eveceveveeesecenes« ee e ee ee ee e° . oe « ° 
AuguS tececceccee sevens ee ° ee ee = ° ee ee ° 
September ..sscecceeces ee . ° ‘ ° ° _ 
Oc teber.c oc ccescccceses ° ee ° ° ee ° eo ee 
November ecwccccccccccs . . ° ee . ee ee a ee 
DECEMDES cco ccvccesocecs . Tr rT ee e° ° Tr T T Tr 
Totel Veer ecccvccveseose ° ° “ae . 


Failures by Size of Liabilities—Monthly— 195] to Date 

















Total Under £ of $5,000 to % ot $25,000 to Zot $100,000 to Z of $1,000,000 % oft 
1951 Number $5,000 Total $25.000 Total $100,000 Total $1,000,000 Total and Over Total 
JORUOT Ve cccceccccvecses 775 190 24.5 404 52.1 143 18.5 38 4.9 oe ec 
Per uel Vc cocccococcess 599 145 24.2 302 50.4 12i 20.2 30 5.0 ! 0.2 
Mercheesceveosecotcevee 732 170 23.2 401 54.8 137 18.7 23 3.2 ! 0.1 
Aer tlicceccccccececese 693 175 25.3 348 50.2 145 20.9 24 3.5 ! 0.1 
MOvcccocesececeveseeue 755 159 21.1 408 54.0 145 19.2 42 5.6 ! 0.1 
Ce OTT CTT TO Te 699 164 23.5 359 51.3 134 19.2 4| 5.9 0.1 
Jutwe scoccceceoeeveces 665 150 22.6 347 52.2 134 20.1 32 4.8 2 0.3 
Augustecccceccccccsess 678 141 20.8 345 50.9 Si 22.3 38 5.6 3 0.4 
September ccccccccccece 620 150 24.2 315 50.8 L112 18.4 39 6.3 4 0.6 
GeteGer coccoveceecesee 643 136 21.2 319 49.6 145 22.5 39 6.1 4 0.6 
a 587 129 22.0 306 52.1 12) 20.6 30 5.1 ! 0.2 
Degehet oc sccccceseven. 612 123 20.1! 306 50.0 146 23.9 36 5.9 ! O.} 
Tetel V¥eercccenceceoos 8,058 1,832 22.7 4.160 51.6 1,634 20.3 412 5.1 20 0.3 
1952 
SORUOT Sec cc erceereseve 67\ 119 17.7 343 Si.l 154 23.0 52 7.8 3 0.4 
Fete COP Ve cc cececocoese 619 117 18.9 328 53.0 138 22.3 34 5.5 2 0.3 
Marehcccoesecoeeeseses 715 129 18.1 367 $1.3 169 23.6 48 6.7 2 0.3 
Aptilecccccccccccccoes 780 156 20.0 379 48.6 180 23.1 64 8.2 ! QO.1 
MOveccctocoeccooeeseove é°8 130 20.4 337 52.8 140 21.9 29 4.6 2 0.3 
Peiaiin scenes vewne oly 127 18.9 344 51.3 157 23.4 42 6.3 0.1 
dolwesesvecscesvcecoceos 580 96 16.6 305 52.6 126 21.7 S| 8.8 2 0.3 
Augusteccccccccccecs ee 594 130 21.9 292 49.1 140 23.6 32 5.4 e« ee 
September ...sseecceecs . 539 117 21.7 262 48.6 12 23.6 32 5.9 | 0.2 
Ge tebercccccees eeecese 6?! 114 18.1 325 51.5 143 22.6 46 7.3 3 0.5 
Mevember co ccccecceoces 590 105 17.8 298 50.5 148 25.1 39 6.6 ee ee 
December cocccecccceoes a 88 15.1 304 52.1! 147 25.2 43 7.4 ! 0.2 
Teotet Vear cccecssccece . 7,61" 1,428 18.8 3,884 51.0 1,769 23.3 512 6.7 18 0.2 
1953 
JSORVUOETVoccccoccccesoes 647 102 15.8 332 51.3 170 26.3 43 6.6 . . 
c.g |g SRE TETETTTT Ee es 691 124 18.0 349 50.5 159 23.0 56 8.) 3 0.4 
MetGhe sees drerecevevce 139 118 16.0 371 50.2 ‘85 25.0 62 8.4 3 0.4 
Bar ttececvevscesocceces 693 104 15.0 351 50.6 173 25.0 65 9.4 ee e« 
MOYoccccccceccccosscses ee ee ° ° ° ee a ° ee ee _ 
SOGR soc cece veeecncewee ° e« ee oe ee ee ee ° oe ee ee 
JSulyoccccccccvceceseces ° ee e° ee ee e- ee ee ee ee 
AugusStescsesseceeccees ° ° ee ee ee e« ° ee ee ee 
September coc cccccceccce es ee ° ee ee ee ee ee ee . ee 
October ceccccscveseces e« oe e« os ee es ee ec ee . ee 
November ccocccscccccece ° e ee ee ce ee ee ° ee 
December cocccccccccece e° ee e° ° ee ee oe ° ee . ee 
Total Veer cocccccscccs ee _ ee ° ° ee . ° . ° . 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—April and 4 Months 1953 and 1952 
















Number of Failures 


Current Liabilities 
{ Thousands of Dollars) 

























































































ities Aor. 4 Months Aor. 4 Mo 
1v4 7 lat Rankin 1953 1953 . 1953 1953 
ew Yor&a,. Ne Vessooccavevsses 1 7¢ 664 33 6,897 28,42¢ 
ice 9 ERESecceevesesceses i ,3 i] i OO 2 4, 
Phiftedelphia, P@ceccceccecce 13 ‘ S| 258 » 10 
Jetroit, Michececcessssveves 4 2° 38 454 
Angeles, bP eeeceesusoes 36 129 131 1, 303 3,710 
evela ~ Bebe coe e060 ee 5 1s D4 536 875 
alitimore Mdccencceesesesce 2 19 :% R¢ 1,307 
t Seles Mbscoscs esc veces 3 13 958 976 
TOhs MSGR ececcescevveses } i¢ - 156 homes 
PE STARET ARs, POs occ vesteeses | 15 8 120 2,844 
Washinatc me Soces ee 6aene 1o) 1} 53 57 
Sa Francis . boecvcsnete'es } 4 S] 331 94° 
Nv WOuURGE. BDWisCeccsccssseses bs O' 6,4 496 
fuftalo, * Ea eee 3 19 | 27 1,50! 
New Orleans, Beostcd eewesia® 7 ti 14 176 2 
Minneapolis, Minne. cccceces | 1] - 8 483 
Cincinnati, GhiGececsecccecves ‘2 6 ! 30 
Peers « Es Deas eee ss 000060 6% 4 20 i8 103 164 
Kansas | Pien Beet eee eee ee 3 s 5 8 306 
Indianapolis, Indewsesevces i ; 4 1] 9 
kk. ee ee ) ‘ 161 - 
SeSttian, WasWeccccesccvecess 6 17 i8 237 
Roches t N VYococcceseves 3 {4 1¢ > ( 8 
Louvisvi Be RVWececescsocseocs 3 5 vt 169 
Denver, COlecccccccessceses | 3 4 134 19S 
Tota! 8 VESCceeeseoseveoes , . ~ 182 54,71 
p e of tin ee eee ee ee aa mm 1, 4: j 4,338 54,46) 
TOTAL UNITED STATES... cece 693 7 ,78s < | 1e4 


Apr. 4 Months Apr. 4 Months 

Mining & Manutacturing: 1953 1953 1982 1953 1953 1952 
Mining-Coal, Oil, Misc..--- 7 17 14 460 890 1,232 
Food & Kindred Products.... 7 49 78 372 3,252 4,330 
Textile Mill Prods & App'!.. 36 127 149 2,394 6,852 6,311 
Lumber & Products...+see+. os 23 85 77 1,395 4,552 4,863 
Paper, Printing & Pub...--- 9 36 38 855 2,533 2,071 
Chemicals &Allied Prod's... 5 22 19 235 3,510 1,369 
Leather & Products ..ccseees 12 34 35 1,312 3,399 1,705 
Stone, Clay&Glass Prod's.. | 14 18 26 636 1,179 
lron, Steel & Products..... 3 21 18 1,125 3,714 1,865 
Machinerys.-.coeces seeneeunece 12 50 50 1,001 6,321 6,936 
Transportation Equipment... 5 13 17 795 1,348 1,042 
Miscellaneous... ceceeevcces 20 88 2 655 3,350 6,755 
Total Mining & Migeceseeees 140 556 595 10,585 40,357 39,658 

Wholesale Trade: 
Food & Farm Products....ee. 23 82 90 902 3,187 5,14! 
Rameteleccovccecsecsosesesscs 2 rs] 15 25 268 464 
Dry Goods .eeesevceses peseces 3 10 16 37 392 626 
Lumber, Bidg-Mtlis, ridWeescecce 3 32 25 349 3,631 1,719 
Chemicals & Drugs. ideseseees 4 12 9 165 305 797 
Mofor Vehicles & Auto Equip.. 3 13 6 83 316 126 
Miscellaneous eereesceeeeees 32 136 113 1,364 6,093 4,499 
Tote! Wholesele Trade....-. 75 293 274 ves 14,192 13,372 

Retail Trade: 
Food & Liquerecccccccccccece 83 289 342 1,763 4,627 5,462 
General Merchandise.....+- ° 13 52 §3 284 1,351 1,559 
Appere! & Accessories.....- 45 212 233 1,812 6,050 4,324 
Furniture,Home Furnishings. S53 217 145 1,838 8,422 3,401 
Lumber, Bldg. Mtis, Hdwe... 10 62 63 219 2,005 1,548 
Automotive 3roup “eee ee eevee 45 144 103 930 3,894 2,713 
Eating & Drinking Places... 64 248 300 1,135 6,432 6,030 
Drug Stores eee eeeeeereeeeeee 5 36 38 149 1,165 546 
Miscellameousercsceccessccees 26 127 2 367 2,122 2,068 
Fote?t Getet?t BeedOs«cecceccs 344 1,387 1,398 8,497 36,068 28,264 

Constructions: 
senera!l Bldg. Cantractors.. 28 128 1} 1,46! 5,901 5,211 
Bullding Sub-Contractors... $5 189 173 2,022 5,416 5,037 
Other ContractorsSecccsseces 3 18 13 265 2,050 697 
rote! Coas truction.ecccocesse 86 335 303 3,748 13,367 10,945 

Commercial Service: 
Pass. & Freight Transp...-. 18 67 65 1,155 2,647 8,150 
Misce Public Service..ceoee 2 8 14 70 234 585 
Hotels “se eee eee eeeneeeneenenene . ** 7 12 ** 323 598 
Cleaning-Dying-Repairing... 5 28 33 53 355 520 
LeeedseleScoccvccococensceses . 4 8 13 255 340 243 
Undertaker s eoeeeeeteeeeeeneeee *-* 4 *-e* ** 144 
Other Personal Services.... 2 y ) 66 195 178 
Business & Repair Services... 17 72 55 - Tole |, 106 1,787 
Tota! Commercial Service... 48 199 215 1,765 5 » 200 12,205 
TOTAL UNITED STATES......-- 693 2,770 2,785 27,520 109,184 104,444 

Failures in Large Cities—April and 4 Months 1953 and 1952 
Number of Failures Current Liabilities 


{ Thousands »* Dollars) 


nths 


New England: 


Total New England.. 


Middie Atlantic: 
Mee VOriccecveceves 
New Jerse€y.-.sceee 
Pennsylvania 


Total Middle Atlantic 


East Nor th 
OhiGsecccsvececcevcene 
Indlan@ececcvccces 
LUCE nOlBecccccvccce 
Michig@neceseceves 
Wis consinecccecvec 


Tote! East No. 


West North Central 
Mianese@lOccecoeorse 


MissOurticccecance 
North Dakota 
South Dakota.. 
"Nebraska.... 


Total West No. 


South Atlantic: 


Maryland...-. 


Detaewaethsceeceaeves 


Dist. of Col 


Virginiadserccecceecs 


West Virgini 


North Carolir 


South Caroli 


VeErmMmoOontecccsocsece 
Messachusetts 
Connecticut... 
Rhode Island 


*“eveve 


Centece 


FEO GI ave veccsece 
F lor ida “ee eeeeeee 


Tote! South Atlantic.. 


East South 
Kentucky “eee ee eee 


Total East So. 


west South 
ATK ENS OS ccccesces 
Ck FOROME sc eee ccewe 
Lovistan@eccsces 
TOG08 wa 0.00 ob 6G 0 6:0 


Total West So. 


Mountains: 


Tota! Mountain 


Pacitics 


Washing toneccrcece 
Or €aqoOhecceccosces 
Califtorni@aecces 


Total Pacitic 


TOTAL UNI TED 


Canadian Failures by Provinces—April and 4 Months 1953 and 1952 


tri ish olumt 


“eee 
“ese @* 
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“ee eee 
“eee @ 
“ere # © 


“e*emr eevee 


“ese ee 
“ef 8 © © 


eer eeee 


OeteriGssescerccses 
Mani fed@ececccevcesevce 
Saskatchewan 
AIDE tecccesvcseseses 


“ee eeeeveeve 


' United States Failures by States—April and 4 Months 1953 and 1952 



































Number of Failures Current Liabilities 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Apr. 4 Months Apr. 4 Months 
1953 1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 
3 13 14 675 1,478 337 
2 7 3 39 201 144 
os 2 3 e« 56 46 
19 92 144 1,019 3,084 5,143 
16 6| 66 1, 162 2,680 2,479 
8 35 40 189 1, 166 906 

45 «< ; ’ ’ ’ 
48 210 270 3,084 8,665 9,055 
210 53 883 7,917 34,463 33,970 
26 116 105 535 4,326 5,663 
28 124 125 824 6,400 4,356 
264 1,093 1,113 9,276 45,189 43,989 
13 64 74 721 2,280 2,002 
3 18 19 55 475 633 
29 113 15] ',450 5,700 6,015 
10 31 45 179 1,187 1,384 
15 64 49 516 2,170 1,993 
70 290 338 2,921 11,812 12,027 
4 23 33 128 828 949 
8 25 10 561 1,851 173 
9 22 24 1,154 1,960 1,787 
| | 4 23 23 60 
! 2 3 9 14 32 
! 5 2 4 352 155 
2 10 12 39 206 1,253 
26 88 88 1,918 5,234 4,409 
5 28 16 156 1,477 383 
we 2 4 6% 20 145 
2 9 11 53 257 244 
3 13 23 150 456 471 
6 15 19 325 603 1,276 
4 14 17 144 451 496 
*-* 7 4 *e 530 van 
17 $2 25 477 1,617 1, 464 
17 5 42 1,052 2,67 | 1,859 
54 194 161 2,357 8,082 6,549 
? 13 9 163 380 73 
7 29 28 201 849 692 
| 21 17 2 785 663 
3 18 1] 218 936 198 
18 81 65 584 2,950 1,726 
2 | 3 55 762 457 
— 12 2 ee 504 1,511 
13 28 26 295 529 943 
13 55 31 699 3,916 2,658 
28 108 72 1,049 5,711 5,769 
| | 2 8 8 21 
| 4 2 15 45 90 
| 2 | 12 52 25 
3 6 5 158 259 252 
ee 6 6 ee 638 185 
5 17 16 35 463 753 
14 15 - 346 422 
‘ 3 6 ee 66 158 
i} 53 53 228 1,877 1, 906 
16 38 43 496 1,22 i, 283 
6 17 29 149 §5$3 1,566 
152 598 553 5,458 17,885 16,165 
174 653 625 6, 103 19,664 19,014 
693 2,770 2,785 27,520 109,184 104,444 


Number 


Aor. 
1953 


of failures 


Current 


Liabilities 


{Thousands otf Dollar: } 





4 Months Aor. 4 Months 
1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 
6 38 1St 99 
3 5 16 168 185 
| - * 3 96 
197 199 rian 4,219 4,332 
58 67 422 1,573 1,663 
15 23 80 214 456 
3 $ ** 61 14 
10 4 186 622 125 
99 iS 500 896 227 
322 330 2,353 7,907 , 197 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—April and 4 Months 1953 and 1952 














(Liabilities in thousands of dollars) 
April 1953 Four Months 1953 Four Months !952 
Number Per Current Total Number Per Current Total Number Per Curr ft Totel 
Cent Lieb. Liebe Cent Lieb. Lieb. Cent Lieb. Lieb. 
Mining & Manutacturing..-- 140 100.0 10,585 10,667 556 100.0 40,357 40,92! 595 100.0 39,658 40,367 
Under $5,000....-seecees i 7.8 36 36 50 9.0 143 143 62 10.4 18) 18! 
$5,000 to §$25,000....... 56 40.0 643 643 233 41.9 2,911 2,911 256 43.0 3,115 3,115 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 4) 29.3 1,923 1,923 168 30.2 7,736 7,736 +88 31.6 9,587 9,587 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 32 22.9 7,983 8,065 101 18.2 23,892 24,456 85 14.3 20,403 21,112 
$1,000,000 and Over..... an - ee ee 4 0.7 5,675 5,675 4 0.7 6,372 6,372 
Wholesale Trade... seeeeees 75 100.0 2,925 2,925 293 100.0 14,192 14,500 274 100.0 13,372 13,569 
Under $5,000... eeeees y 12.0 22 22 29 9.9 86 86 31 11.3 92 92 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 38 50.7 461 461 142 48.5 1,701 1,701 119 43.4 1,517 1,517 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 20 26.7 982 982 92 31.4 4,416 4,416 95 34.7 4,409 4,409 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 8 10.6 |, 460 1,460 29 9.9 5,989 6,297 28 10.2 5, 606 5,803 
$1,000,000 and Over..... ee e¢ o* ec 1 0.3 2,000 2,000 ! 0.4 1,748 1,748 
Retall Trade...seeeeesenes 344 10C.0 8,497 8,497 1,387 100.0 36,068 36,220 1,398 100.0 28.264 28,330 
Under $5,000... .cseeveeese 59 17.2 159 159 277 20.0 823 823 344 24.6 1,046 1,046 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 201 58.4 2,173 2,173 787 56.7 9,015 9,015 789 56.4 9,070 9,070 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 71 20.6 3,137 3,137 264 19.0 11,938 11,938 225 16.1 10,026 10,026 
$100,000 to $1,000,000.. 13 3.8 3,028 3,028 58 4.2 13,090 13,242 40 2.9 8,122 8,188 
$1,000,000 and Over..... ee ee A ee 1 0.1 1,202 1,202 es ee ‘ es 
Constructlonerccercccceeees 86 100.0 3,748 4,298 335 100.0 13,367 14,180 303 100.0 10,945 10,975 
Under $5,000... cece eeee 15 17.4 45 45 48 14.3 143 143 39 12.9 105 105 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 36 41.9 448 448 150 44.8 1,839 1,839 149 49.2 1,896 1,896 
$25,000 to $!00,000..... 26 30.2 1,429 1,429 106 31.6 5,048 5,048 84 27.7 3,978 3,978 
$100,000 to $1,000,000.. y 10.5 1,826 2,376 31 9.3 5,337 7,150 31 10.2 4,966 4,996 
$1,000,000 and PST ee *-*. *e ** ** ** ** ** ** ** *“e *-* ** 
Commercial Service....-. ° 48 100.0 1,765 1,765 199 100.0 5,200 5, 200 215 100.0 12,205 12,355 
Under $5,000... cceeee 10 20.9 27 27 44 22.1 136 136 45 20.9 121 121 
$5,000 fo $25,000...... ° 20 41.7 268 268 91 45.7 1,071 1,071 104 48.4 1,179 1,179 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 15 31.2 822 822 57 28.7 2,765 2,765 49 22.8 2,258 2,258 
$100,000 to §$!,000,000.. 3 6.2 648 648 7 3.5 1,228 1,228 14 6.5 2,914 3,064 
$1,000,000 and Over..... ee ee ee oe ee ee be ee 3 1.4 5,733 5,733 
Total United States....++- 693 100.0 27,520 28,152 2,770 100.0 109,184 111,021 2,785 100.0 104,444 105,596 
Under $5,000... .eeeeee 104 15.0 289 289 448 16.2 1,33! 1,331 $21 18.7 1,545 1,545 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 351 50.6 3,993 3,993 1,403 50.6 16,537 16,537 1,417 50.9 16,777 16,777 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 173 25.0 8,293 8,293 687 24.8 31,903 31,903 64! 23.0 30,258 30,258 
$100,000 to $1,000,000.. 65 9.4 14,945 15,577 226 8.2 50,536 $2,373 198 7.1 42,011 43,163 
$!,000,000 and Over..... ee ee ee eo 6 0.2 8,877 8,877 8 0.3 13,853 13,853 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry——April 1953 
(Liabilities in thousands of dollars) 
Mining & Wholesale Retail Trade Construction Commercial Total 
Manutacturing Trade Service United States 
Districts No. Cutrent No. Current No. Current No. Current No. Current No. Current 
Liab. Liab. Liab. Lieb. Liab. Liab. 
Bos tonscsseeeeecs (l)eeee 11 1,397 4 666 19 289 10 442 3 172 4? 2,966 
New Yorkssseeees e(2Q)enes 66 4,244 19 428 121 2,734 18 762 10 370 234 8,538 
Philedelphia..... (Zdecece 2 95 4 80 14 171 4 329 j 16 5 691 
Cleveland. ccccccclS eee 2 10 3 154 1 348 3 403 3 30 22 945 
Richmond.-ccceccsoelSleves 6 416 ! 26 10 243 1 33 2 110 20 828 
AtlantadscccseveseelOleces 7 762 10 454 23 378 11 302 | isi 52 2,077 
Chicegoeeseveceeel deve 12 1,310 4 92 26 837 it 276 8 204 61 2,719 
St. LewlSecceccsce o(Bdecee 3 1,06! 2 24 6 174 j . j 8 13 1,273 
Minneapolis..--.+-4D)..e- ee ee | 5 x 141 ' 23 | 22 11 iS} 
Kansas City...-.-fIO).... 2 150 ee ee 8 104 2 140 | y 13 403 
Dallas..coeee cool tt decee 2 1St ee ee 13 574 1 2! oe ee 16 746 
San Francisco.sslI2)enee 27 989 27 996 85 2,504 23 1,01} 17 643 179 6,143 
Total United States..... 140 10,585 7§ 2,925 344 8,497 86 3,748 48 1,765 693 27,520 
Dun’s Failure Index 
(Apparent Anrue! Number of Failures per 10,000 Enterprises) DEFINITIONS 
Unadjustei index Adjusted index# BUSINESS FAILURES tnctude those businesses that 
ceased operations tollowing assignment or bankruptcy; 
1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 ceased with loss to creditors atter such actions as 
execution, toreciosure, or attachment; voluntarily 
Januaryecees ee 28.2 29.7 34.0 38.5 26.4 27.8 31.5 36.0 withdrew leaving unpaid obligations; were involved 
February..ee- 35.6 31.0 31.0 41.0 30.4 26.3 26.3 34.5 in court actions such as receivership, reorganize- 
March.ceeccees 32.2 31.6 31.2 36.4 29.8 29.5 28.9 33.4 tion, of arrangement; of voluntarily compromised 
Raritecececeses 30.3 34.4 31.9 36.0 28.1 31.6 29.3 33.0 with creditors out of court. 
May eeeeeeeeese ere OS. I 33-5 37.6 eee 26.5 31.6 35.5 , 
JuNnewccees ° cece 30.7 31.2 31.2 cece 31.0 31.5 31.5 
July. . **e . eeee 25.4 30.7 31.2 “eee 97.3 33.0 33.5 CURRENT LIABILI Ties, 4s used in the Failure Re- 
Augus teweeeces sree 25.9 28.9 32.7 cree 29.1 32.8 37.2 cord, have @ specia! meaning; they include ail ac- 
September....- sees 24.5 29.7 29.5 eee 28.8 35.4 358.1 counts and notes payable and al! obligations, whe- 
Oc tober....ee. ecece 27.4 28.5 32.3 eece 29.8 31.0 35.5 ther in secured form ot not, known to be held by 
November...es- coos 30.3 29.3 33.7 eeces 30.3 29.3 33.7 banks, officers, affiliated companies, supplying 
December...... TTT 25.3 28.2 30.9 cece 26.6 29.7 32.5 compenies, or the Government. They do not include 
long-term, publicty-held obligations. Offsetting 
Mo. Average... 31.6 28.7 30.7 , 34.3 cess sees cess assets are not taken into account. 
(#) Adjusted tor seasonal variation. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 





IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 








AUTO VOLUME HIGH 


Consumer spending in the early part 
of May continued to exceed year-ago 
levels. However, the increase was not 
as large as in the previous months 
partly because there was an upsurge in 
trade when credit controls were relaxed 
at this time last year. 

Total retail sales in April was esti- 
mated at $14.3 billion. This was 7 per 
cent above a year ago and 1 per cent 
below a month ago. 

The increase in automobile sales re- 
mained greater than that of any other 
line. Consumers continued to take ad- 
vantage of attractive credit terms and 
purchased more durable goods than in 
the previous year. 

Cold and rainy weather throughout 
the greater part of the month deterred 
the sales of Spring and Summer ap- 
parel. More interest was evoked in 
synthetic fabrics than at this time last 
year. Children’s clothing reflected a 
marked increase over 1952 sales. 

Food volume was moderately above 
a year ago in terms of dollars. The 
unit increase was higher as the lower 
beef and lamb prices continued to be 
strenuously promoted. 


Retailers’ collections in April were 
more prompt than a year ago in 7 cities, 
unchanged in 41 cities and less prompt 
in 68 cities. In comparison with a 
month ago, they were more prompt in 
7 cities, unchanged in 82 cities and less 
prompt in 25 cities. Although the re- 
possession rate continued at a low level, 
more strenuous efforts had to be made 
for collections. 

The Regional Trade Barometers in 
March reflected sizeable increases over 
a year ago for almost all sections. The 
increases ranged from up 4 per cent 
for New York City Region (2) to up 
24 per cent for Los Angeles Region 
(29). The Pittsburgh Region (7) re- 
flected the least increase for the first 
quarter, up 2 per cent, and the Los An- 
geles Region (29) reflected the greatest 
increase, up 20 per cent. 
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RECIONAL 
TRADE BAROMETER 
MARCH '953 


PERCENTAGE 
CHANCES FROM A YEAR ACO 


[_Jowses ft] +510 +0 
PZ] +1010 +18 EXXY +15 10 +20 RRRY +2000 +25 


REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


(1947-1949 = 100) 


Change Compari- 

Index Change Change 3mos. 1953 son Retail 

March from from from with Sales 

1953 March 1952 Feb. 1953 3mos.1952 U.S 1952 

REGION 4 yA y 4 of o/ 

United States............ 136.1 +10.1 + 4.2 + 8.3 % 100.0 
Pe. | ee 121.3 + 9.4 — 0.1 + 7.7 —10.9 39 
2. New York City.......... 121.4 + 4.2 — 0.4 + 4.3 —10.8 7.4 
3. Albany, Utica and Syracuse 137.3 + 9.0 + 5.6 + 7.3 + 0.9 2.2 
4. Buffalo and Rochester..... 140.8 + 13.5 + 7.5 + 8.5 + 3.5 1.9 
5. Northern New Jersey...... 137.2 +140 + 4.4 + 9.4 + 0.8 2.6 
6. Philadelphia ....... 122.4 + 9.4 + o.1 + 7.0 —10.1 5.4 
EE. Ei, 6 o-0-0 eee 141.9 + 4.8 + 3.0 + 2.0 + 4.3 3.9 
re 1529 +15.5 + 6.9 +10.6 +12.3 2.9 
g. Cincinnati and Columbus. 143.1 +14.2 + 6.3 +10.8 + 5.1 3.0 
(0. Indianapolis and Louisville. 133.5 + 8.8 — 4.0 + 8.5 — 1.9 3.0 
cy ME Sct s exiadseenes 132.5 +122 + 6.4 + 8&9 — 2.7 6.3 
12. Detroit 143.8 +-22.0 + 6.7 +17.8 + 5.7 4.2 
ee ee 139.9 +18.1 + 6.1 + 9.8 + 2.8 2.1 
14. Minneapolis and St. Paul .. 126.2 +12.8 +11.7 + 4.3 — 7.3 3.8 
15. lowa and Nebraska. ...... 124.0 + 9.5 + 6.9 + 3.5 — 8.9 2.8 
16. St. Louis asian an esn 131.6 +13.7 + 5.6 + 8.4 — 3.3 2.5 
| SE eee 132.5 + 7.9 — 0.7 + 5.2 — 2.7 3.4 
18. Maryland and Virginia... . 140.6 .  +11.0 + 3.3 + 7.1 + 3.3 4.2 
19. North and South Carolina. 138.8 +111 — 0.2 + 9.2 + 2.0 2.8 
20. Atlanta and Birmingham 141.6 + 9.2 + 2.8 + 8.2 + 4.0 — 4.2 
A 5 a 66 wwe eee 143.7 +10.2 + 1.3 +11.4 + 5.6 2.0 
ee ee eee 128.4 + 94 + 1.0 + 5.5 — 5.7 1.7 
as. Piew QUIERES. ... 65. ce ses. 136.3 + 9.9 + 2.9 + 8.9 + o. 1.5 
NN a eee 150.7 +10.1 + 1.5 + 9.8 +10.7 6.1 
ON ee er Te 135 4 +10.0 + 5.0 + 6.2 — 0.5 1.4 
26. Selt Lake GCity........... 125.4 + 5.5 — 0.5 + 7.4 — 7.9 0.9 
27. Portland and Seattle....... 135.4 + 13.7 + 9.0 + 7.7 — 0.5 3.1 
a8. Gam Peemenee .. .. 6. cc iess 134.9 +12.1 + 7.3 + 5.3 — .09 4.0 
a0. Las ARBEEES. . 2c cccccses 150.6 +-24.0 + 6.9 +20.4 +10.7 5.0 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Marcu—Barometer 9°, above a year 
ago and slightly below a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the Region were 
about 5°% above a year ago and 2% be- 
low a month ago. Easter volume was ex- 
ceptionally good in some areas and little 
merchandise was left for post-Easter clear- 
ance sales. Floods and freak snowstorms 
retarded business activity to some extent. 
Collections were generally less prompt 
than a year ago. 


Region 2 

MarcH—Barometer 4°% above a year 
ago and slightly below a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region 4% 
above a year ago. Rain and cold weather 
throughout the month retarded sales and 
department stores volume reflected a de- 
crease of 4°% from the previous year. Ap- 
parel stores fared poorly in New York 
City as the weather resulted in an ap- 
parent apathy to Spring merchandise. 
Suburban units reflected sizeable increases. 


Region 3 

MarcH—Barometer 9°/, above a year 
ago and 6°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales were about 2° 
above a year ago in the Region. Cold 
weather and rain prevented a larger in- 
crease in retail sales. Also two strikes in 
Syracuse resulted in a notable decline in 
spending in that city. The wet weather 
also retarded planting in most sections. 
Increased milk production caused some 
fear about a decline in dairy income. 


Region 4 

Marcu—Barometer 15°/, above a year 
ago and 8°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales were about 4°% 
above a year ago. While department store 
sales were almost unchanged from the 
similar 1952 levels, suburban units con- 
tinued to fare better than did downtown 
stores. There was continued evidence of 
a growing slowness in retailers’ collections. 
A truck strike in Rochester seriously ham- 
pered wholesale trade. 


Region 5 

MarcuH—Barometer 14°% above a year 
ago and 4°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales continued to be 
above a year ago. Newark department 
store sales were 1°% below a year ago. 
Bank debits when compared with a year 
ago were Elizabeth +14°%, Jersey City 
+-13°4, Montclair +8°4, Newark +15%, 
Passaic +-8°/, and Paterson +12°%. Col- 
lections were unchanged from both a year 
ago and a month ago. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & BrapstreEET offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended May 2, 1953. 











Region 6 

Marcu—Barometer 2°% above a year 
ago and unchanged from a month ago. 

Arrit—Retail sales for Region were ap- 
proximately 3°4 above a year ago except 
in those areas where employment prob- 
lems continued to be serious. Spring ap- 
parel sales were somewhat slow because 
of cold weather and rain. New automo- 
bile volume continued to be well above 
a year ago and there was a marked in- 
crease in the purchase of used cars. 


Region 7 

MarcH—Barometer 5°/, above a year 
ago and 3°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region were 
4°%, above a year ago. Department store 
sales continued to be under the year-ago 
levels as shopping centers received a larger 
share of the consumer’s dollar. Spring 
apparel sold well. There was some evi- 
dence of slackening in the demand for 


durable goods. A brief strike of coal car- 


riers in Pittsburgh cut into steel output. 


Region 8 

MarcH—Barometer 16°, above a year 
ago and 7°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales were approximately 
4°%, above a year ago. A bus strike in 
Akron throughout the month of April cut 
into retail volume somewhat although 
sales volume continued to be moderately 
above the similar 1952 level. Collections 
were unchanged from a year ago and a 
month ago. Industrial output was mod- 


erately above a year ago. 


Region 9 

Marcu—Barometer 14°, above a year 
ago and 6° above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales were approximately 
7°/, above a year ago. The proposed AEC 
plant in Portsmouth continued to attract 
new businesses and housing shortage was 
described by’ some as being acute. Col- 
lections were unchanged from a year ago 
and a month ago. Wholesale volume, re- 
flecting the increased retail activity, was 
well above the similar 1952 levels. 


Region 10 

Marcu—Barometer 9°, above a year 
ago and 4°% below a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the total Region 
were 4° above a year ago and moder- 
ately below a month ago. Cold and rainy 
weather had considerable effect on ac- 
tivity in region as Spring apparel pur- 
chases were somewhat diminished. There 
was a seasonal increase in the sale of out- 
door household goods although the rise 


was not as great as in previous years. 


Region 11 

Marcu—Barometer 12° above a year 
ago and 6°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Total retail sales 7°%, above a 
year ago. Department store volume was 
unchanged from the similar 1952 period. 
Purchases of durable goods continued to 
exceed the year-ago levels by a larger 
amount than did the purchase of non- 
durables. Collections were less prompt 
than a year ago. Livestock marketings 
continued to be higher than in 1952. 


Region 12 

Marcu—Barometer 22°%, above a year 
ago and 7° above a month ago. 

Apric—Total retail sales were about 
8°%, above a year ago in the entire Region. 
Automobile production was approximate- 
ly 30°4 above a year ago. The increase 
would have been greater but for a brief 
strike at the Ford plants. The labor mar- 
ket continued to be extremely tight in 
both Detroit and Grand Rapids. Collec- 


tions were more prompt than a year ago. 


Region 13 
Marcu—Barometer 18°/ above a year 
ago and 6° above a month ago. 
Aprit—Total retail sales about 4°% 
above a year ago. New car sales con- 
tinued to reflect the most sizeable year-to- 
year increase. Used car prices showed 
some signs of firming and volume rose 
from March. Dairy farmers continued to 
express concern over the lower dairy 
prices, but production of butter and cheese 
remained above a year ago. 


Region 14 

Marcu—Barometer 13°, above a year 
ago and 12° above a month ago. 

Aprit—Total retail sales about 6°/ 
above a year ago. Spring apparel and 
automobile sales reflected the most marked 
increase over the year-ago levels. Wheat 
and durum seeding was approximately 
50°, completed. Rain throughout the 
month repaired the arid soil and most 
farmers announced that they intended to 
plant their full acreage. 
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TRADE ACTIVIT ¥ 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

Marcu—Barometer 10°%, above a year 
ago and 7° above a month ago. 

Aprit—Total retail sales were approxi- 
mately 7°{ above a year ago. There was 
evidence of increased confidence in the 
farmer’s outlook as sales in the rural areas 
rose from the lower levels of the preced- 
ing months. Oat and wheat planting was 
practically completed. Collections were 
unchanged to less prompt than a year ago. 
Farm prices dipped. 


Region 16 

MarcH—Barometer 14°/, above a year 
ago and 6° above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales 5°4, above a year 
ago. Cool and rainy weather retarded 
sales of Spring apparel somewhat. Food 
purchases remained above the similar 1952 
levels. Industrial output remained high 
as declines in Government orders were 
offset by increased civilian goods produc- 
tion. Retailers’ and wholesalers’ collec- 
tions were less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 17 

MarcuH—Barometer 8°, above a year 
ago and 1°% below a month ago. 

Aprit—Total retail sales for the Region 
were estimated as being 5°% above the 
similar 1952 levels. Television and large 
appliance volume was noticeably below a 
year ago while new car sales were mark- 
edly above the same period. Apparel pur- 
chases were somewhat higher than a year 
ago. Rain throughout the month favored 
the growth of wheat. 


Region 18 

MarcuH—Barometer 11°%, above a year 
ago and 3° above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the Region were 
estimated as being 2°/, above a year ago 
and fractionally below a month ago. Un- 
certainty over farm crops and cutbacks 
in Government spending were reflected 
in the retail sales fgures. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago although re- 
possessions were still quite low. Truck 
crops were ready for market. 


Region 19 

MarcH—Barometer 11°, above a year 
ago and unchanged from a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region were 
estimated as being 1°, above a year ago. 
In the latter part of April, following a 
strike by longshoremen and terminal em- 
ployees, activities in the port of Charles- 
ton, S. C., came to a virtual standstill 
as ships diverted their activities to other 
ports. Almost all lines of business were 
affected by the strike. 
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Region 20 

Marcu—Barometer 9°, above a year 
ago and 3°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the Region were 
about 1°% above a year ago. Cyclones 
and tornadoes did considerable damage 
locally and retail activity was affected in 
varying degrees. Collections were less 
prompt than a year ago. Frosts in the 
latter part of April did considerable dam- 
age to truck crops, particularly strawber- 
ries. Industrial output was unchanged. 


Region 21 

Marcu—Barometer 10°% above a year 
ago and 1°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region were 
estimated at 4°/% above a year ago. The 
increase in the purchase of durable goods 
continued to exceed the increase in non- 
durables volume. After a record tourist 
season, there was some evidence that the 
period was cut somewhat shorter than 
usual. Collections were less prompt than 
a year ago and unchanged from March. 


Region 22 

Marcu—Barometer 9°% above a year 
ago and 1°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales in the Region were 
unchanged from a year ago, while depart- 
ment store sales were moderately below 
the year-ago levels. Cold weather de- 
terred an increase in apparel volume. 
Durable purchases remained well above 
a year ago. Collections were more prompt 
to unchanged from a year ago. Planting 
was somewhat delayed because of weather. 


Region 23 

MarcH—Barometer 10° above a year 
ago and 3°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales 5°4 above a year 
ago. Post-Easter promotions were quite 
common. Durable goods volume con- 
tinued to exceed the year ago levels by 
a substantial amount. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago. Outlook for 
the sugar crop was extremely favorable. 
Strawberry crop was one of the largest on 
record and prices remained steady. 


Region 24 


Marcu—Barometer 10°% above a year 
ago and 2°. above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the entire Re- 
gion were estimated at 5°% above the simi- 
lar 1952 levels. As elsewhere, hard goods 
volume reflected greater increases than 
did soft goods volume. Automobile sales 
continued to top year-ago figures by as 
much as 40°%. Collections were less 


prompt than a year ago. Wheat acreage 


loss during April was heavy. 


Region 25 
MarcH—Barometer 10° above a year 
ago and 5°% above a month ago. 
Aprit—Retail sales were estimated at 
10°%%, above a year ago. There was a 
marked increase in the purchase of sport- 
ing goods and Spring and Summer cloth- 
ing. Automobile purchases were also 
markedly higher than a year ago. Col- 
lections were less prompt than a year ago. 
Industrial output was unchanged from a 
year ago and a month ago. 


Region 26 

MarcH—Barometer 6° above a year 
ago and 1° below a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region were 
estimated at 2°% above a year ago. Salt 
Lake City department store sales reflected 
a decrease of 2°/ from 1952 levels. Min- 
ing activity continued to be somewhat 
curtailed because of the lower prices and 
higher labor costs. Retailers’ collections 
were less prompt than a year ago, while 
wholesalers’ were unchanged. 


Region 27 

MarcuH—Barometer 14° above a year 
ago and 9°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for the Region were 
estimated at 6°, above a year ago. Gain 
in hard goods volume continued to out- 
pace rise in soft goods volume with the 
exception of apparel. Industrial output 
remained unchanged except in Spokane 
area where cancellation of a Government 
contract curtailed activity somewhat. Col- 
lections were less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 28 

Marcu—Barometer 12°% above a year 
ago and 7°% above a month ago. 

Aprit—Retail sales for Region were 
approximately 8°/ above a year ago. Con- 
sumers displayed a marked interest in the 
Spring and Summer lines of apparel. All 
lines of merchandise were strenuously pro- 
moted with favorable results for the most 
part. Collections were unchanged to less 
prompt than a year ago. Considerable 
damage was reported to potato crop. 


Region 29 

MarcH—Barometer 24°/ above a year 
ago and 7°%, above a month ago. 

Apric—Volume in this Region con- 
tinued to reflect the greatest year-to-year 
increases of any section of the country. 
The increase for April was estimated at 
10°. Automobile sales were running ap- 
proximately 40°/ above a year ago. The 
suburban sections reported gains over the 
similar 1952 levels of up to 60°% as shop- 
ping centers continued to gain favor. 
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